





LARGE GROUP LESSON

BOTTOM LINE:
God wants us to give generously and use what we have to serve others.

OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn the importance of giving their money and resources to God.

KEY PASSAGE:
Acts 5:1-11, Ananias and Sapphira

INTRO

One of the most legendary rides at Disneyland and Disney World is the Pirates of the
Caribbean. Pirates of the Caribbean and the Haunted Mansion were two very special
attractions originally created for Disneyland in California. These rides were so popular,
they were re-created for Disney World in Orlando when it opened. They were two of the
few attractions that did not tie in to characters or movies that Disney had already made.
Since that time, the Pirates of the Caribbean has inspired four movies. The late pop star
Michael Jackson was such a huge fan of the ride, he had a full-size replica of the ride
installed at his ranch!

Pirates are fun in movies, fun in rides, and fun as Halloween costumes, but in real life,
pirates were not the nicest people. Pirates were greedy and dangerous. They sought
treasure, and what treasure they found, they kept for themselves. According to legend,
many pirates buried their treasures just to keep people from stealing it from them.

Many people are just like pirates when it comes to money. We want to keep it all and
use it all for ourselves. We don't like to share, and we’re certainly not going to just give
money away. But you know what? On the adventure God’s called us to live, that’s ex-
actly what he wants us to do.

Today’s story is one of the sadder ones in the New Testament. It’s about a man and a
woman who didn’t believe what they did with their money mattered to God. They held
out, and they suffered a terrible price for their greed.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON

READ Acts 5:1-11

MAIN POINT

Why did God kill Ananias and Sapphira? Seems like a harsh penalty for not giving as
much as they could, doesn’t it? But Ananias and Sapphira made several mistakes in
this story.

First, they forgot where their blessings came from. All good things come from God: our
money, our food, our health, our homes, our families, even our talents. Our lives are
even a gift from God, and God wants us to give back what he has given us.

Second, they lied. They lied and said they were giving everything when they gave next
to nothing. It was the dishonesty more than anything that took their lives, but it was their
greed that caused them to lie.

God has given us everything we have and hold dear. We need to be generous, and
give as God gave to us.

DRIVE IT HOME
Some people question why God needs our money. If he made everything, why doesn’t
he just print money? Why does he need money at all?

God wants us to give to the church so that we, through the church, can serve others.
Churches provide services to people in need. They minister to the sick and needy.
When we give to our church, God multiplies our gift so he can change lives in our
church and community.

God also wants us to give other things, like our time and our talents. He wants us to
use these for him and for others. If you use your time and talents only for yourself,
God’s probably not going to strike you down like Ananias and Sapphira. But God is
gracious and rewards those who use what they have to serve others. As Jesus said,
“Whatever you do for the least of these, you do for me.”

God wants us to be generous as he is generous. God gave us everything good we
have. What’s more, God gave us his Son so he could also give us eternal life. Don’t
hoard the good things God’s given you like a greedy pirate. Give, and let God show you
how giving can truly make life an adventure!

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER

Dear God,

Teach us to remember that all we have comes from you so we may give generously.
In Jesus’ name,

Amen

AMUSEMENT PARK: PIRATE RIDE




SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)

ICEBREAKER
Who is cooler, pirates or ninjas?

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY

Philippians 4:12-13

Give each kid one word of the memory verse. They have to remember their word and
then they all have to line up in order, so that when they say their word from left to right
they will have said the memory verse.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Have the kids introduce themselves and get to know one another by talking like pirates.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Read Acts 5:1-11

Who were Ananias and Sapphira?

What were the people of the early church doing with their money?
What did Ananias and Sapphira do?

How did God punish Ananias and Sapphira?

How can we use our gifts and time to serve God?

SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,

Thank you for all the blessings you have given us. Help us to be generous and to give
as you gave to us.

In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)

ICEBREAKER
Who is cooler, pirates or ninjas?

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY

Philippians 4:12-13

Give each kid one word of the memory verse. They have to remember their word and
then they all have to line up in order, so that when they say their word from left to right
they will have said the memory verse.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Have the kids introduce themselves and get to know one another by talking like pirates.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Read Acts 5:1-11

What did Ananias and Sapphira do that angered God?
What should they have done instead?

What blessings has God given you?

How does God use the money we give in church?

How can using our talents to help others be a way of giving to God?

SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,

Thank you for all the blessings you have given us. Help us to be generous and to give
as you gave to us.

In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME

1. Ananias’ wife was named
A. Jezebel

B. Miriam

C. Sapphira*

2. Ananias and Sapphira went to see which disciple?
A. John

B. Peter*

C. Andrew

. God struck Ananias and Sapphira because they
. lied

. were greedy

. both Aand B

Ol >»w

God has given us
. money

. some artistic skills
. all good things*

Ow>» &

When we give to others, we are really giving to
God*

. ourselves

. hobody

oW
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids ¢
® ‘ o o ¢

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: PIRATE RIDE
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7. IN THE CAR:

Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:

Today we talked about pirates and how greedy they always were. God wants us to give
generously and use what we have to serve others. Acts 5:1-11 — Ananias and Sapphira
4 HANGING OUT:

Make this week’s lesson real:

Look for little ways you and the kids can give to God or others this week, even if it’s the

penny jar at the fast food counter. Then DO IT!

N AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- What did Ananias and Sapphira do that angered God?

- What should Ananias and Sapphira have done instead?

- What is one talent you have, and how can you use that talent for God?

QI AT BEDTIME:

Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:

“I know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have plenty. | have learned the
secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether
living in plenty or in want. | can do all this through him who gives me strength.”

- Philippians 4:12-13

(
ﬁ PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:

This is a great week to talk to your kids about giving and start them in the giving habit.
Set aside a place to save money for the offering, and don’t forget to bring it!
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“I know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have “I know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have

plenty. | have learned the secret of being content in any and plenty. | have learned the secret of being content in any and
every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in
plenty or in want. | can do all this through him who gives me plenty or in want. | can do all this through him who gives me
strength.” strength.”
- Philippians 4:12-13 - Philippians 4:12-13

“I know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have

“I know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have

plenty. | have learned the secret of being content in any and plenty. | have learned the secret of being content in any and

every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in

plenty or in want. | can do all this through him who gives me plenty or in want. | can do all this through him who gives me
strength.” strength.”

- Philippians 4:12-13 - Philippians 4:12-13



CRAFT ACTIVITY

Give each of the kids a small bag of chocolate coins to share or hoard at home.

Encourage all the kids to remember where the gift came from and share with their
families!
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