




LARGE GROUP LESSON

AMUSEMENT PARK: SPOOKY MANSION

BOTTOM LINE: 
We do not need to be afraid if Jesus is with us. 

OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn to take their fears to God. 
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Acts 7:44-8:3, The Stoning of Stephen

INTRO
Last week I began this lesson by telling you about two attractions created for Disne-
yland that were so popular, they were re-created when Walt Disney opened Disney 
World. These attractions were unique because they didn’t have any established Disney 
characters. The designers created characters and stories that were completely original 
for these two rides. One was the Pirates of the Caribbean. The other was the Haunted 
Mansion. 

The Haunted Mansion inspired a movie that didn’t do near as well as the Pirates 
movies, but in spite of that, it remains one of Disney’s most beloved attractions. The 
Haunted Mansion draws millions of visitors for the same reason scary movies and 
other haunted houses do: people like to be scared! Granted compared with most haunt-
ed houses, the Haunted Mansion really isn’t that scary, but it still fills the need some 
amusement park visitors have to get a little scare. 

Haunted Houses are filled with ghosts and goblins and monsters. There are secret 
passageways and creaky floors and halls filled with mirrors. They may have real ac-
tors inside, dressed as spooky characters, to give you an extra chill. To really sell the 
experience, haunted houses keep the lights off. The darkness really makes the whole 
experience because you have no clue where you are, what’s going on and what may be 
standing right BEHIND YOU!!! 
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The best part about haunted houses is that they’re not real. They’re just pretend, and 
when you leave, the scary part goes away. Unfortunately, that’s not always the case 
in the adventure we call life. Sometimes scary things happen, scary things that do not 
vanish when the lights go on. Thankfully, we have someone right by our side to help us 
through those scary times. Today’s scripture will show us how one man faced the ulti-
mate scary moment bravely, knowing that Jesus was with him. 

READ Acts 7:44-8:3
 
MAIN POINT
Stephen was the first man to die for his faith in the new church. Stephen was not a 
murderer or a thief. He was a good man who dedicated his life to helping others. But he 
was also a believer in Jesus, and that made him guilty in the eyes of his accusers. 

Stephen was wrongfully accused, and he had no one to save or defend him. But Ste-
phen was not afraid of the darkness. He looked to Heaven, and he saw the light of 
Jesus. Nothing could make him be afraid. 

DRIVE IT HOME
It’s scary to think that any of us might face such a situation as Stephen did, but there 
are people out there who are truly hostile to those who believe in Jesus. They would 
rather we clam up and say nothing than let us speak about our faith. If we don’t clam 
up, they’ll shame us, call us names, or worse. 

God doesn’t want us to clam up. He doesn’t want us to hide in fear. Jesus loves the 
whole world, and he died for everyone, even the people who want to silence us. Jesus 
is counting on us to speak up and speak loud. He wants us to live boldly, and not with 
fear. 

Every day around the world Christians are persecuted. Some are arrested. Some are 
put in jail. Some are beaten, and some are even killed. But every time a Christian takes 
a bold stand and faces persecution for Jesus, someone watching that Christian sees 
that Jesus is for real. They see that nothing can make that Christian be afraid, and they 
choose to believe in Jesus for themselves. 

Don’t be afraid of the dark. Don’t be afraid of what the world can do to you. Remember 
that you have Jesus. Jesus will be our light in the dark. He will be by our side no matter 
what happens. We have nothing to fear because we have Jesus. 

Let’s ask God to give us the courage to stand tall in the darkness and use us to be his 
light to the whole world! 



LARGE GROUP LESSON

AMUSEMENT PARK: SPOOKY MANSION

CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God, 

Be with us when we are scared, and take away our fears. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)

AMUSEMENT PARK: SPOOKY MANSION

ICEBREAKER
Do you like to be scared? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Philippians 4:12-13 
Put each word of the memory verse on a card. Have the kids rearrange the cards and 
put the words in order.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Play some monster charades, and see if the kids can guess who the other kids are 
pretending to be. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Acts 7:44-8:3

Who was Stephen? 

Why was Stephen arrested? 

What did the men do to Stephen because he refused to give up his faith? 

Why wasn’t Stephen afraid to die? 

Who will be with us when we are afraid? 
 
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear Jesus, 

Make us your light in this dark world, and help us to never be afraid. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)

AMUSEMENT PARK: SPOOKY MANSION

ICEBREAKER
Do you like to be scared? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Philippians 4:12-13
Put each word of the memory verse on a card. Have the kids rearrange the cards and 
put the words in order.

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Go around the group and make up a scary story, with each person adding a little bit as 
you go around the circle. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Acts 7:44-8:3
Why was Stephen on trial? 

Why did Stephen refuse to give in to fear? 

What are some ways that Christians are persecuted today? 

Where do you think those Christians get the courage to endure their persecution? 

How can we prepare ourselves for scary times when our faith us challenged? 

SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear Jesus, 

Make us your light in this dark world, and help us to never be afraid. 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen



POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
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True or False. 

The Sanhedrin arrested Stephen to scare him and keep him from telling others about 
Jesus. 
TRUE

Stephen was a murderer and guilty as charged. 
FALSE

Stephen was so afraid of dying he begged for his life to be spared. 
FALSE

Before he died, Stephen looked up to heaven and saw Jesus. 
TRUE

When we are persecuted, Jesus will be with us to give us courage. 
TRUE



5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: SPOOKY MANSION
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 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Today we talked about spooky mansion attractions and things that scare us. We do not 
need to be afraid if Jesus is with us. Acts 7:44-8:3 – The Stoning of Stephen      
     
      HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Take a moment to talk with your kids about the persecuted church worldwide. Google it, 
talk about it, and pray for our brothers and sisters who are suffering for Jesus. 
    
     AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Why did the Sanhedrin arrest Stephen? 

- Why didn’t Stephen become afraid, even when he was killed? 

- How can facing persecution and refusing to give in to fear be a witness for Jesus?             
               
                AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the 
secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether 
living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” 
- Philippians 4:12-13      
      
       
      PARENT TIME:
What you need to know: 
Our religious liberties are constantly under attack. Who knows what our country will 
look like when our kids are grown. Pray that they will have a strong faith, and that they 
will not be afraid to take a stand for Jesus. 
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CRAFT ACTIVITY
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Give the kids mini flashlights as they leave, a reminder that Jesus is our light in the 
darkness. 


